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The Local History and Genealogy Department is committed to serving the Iredell
community by preserving it's heritage, sharing our history, and making our collections
accessible to researchers both near and far.
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Greeting
Welcome to the first edition of The Iredell Historian published by the Iredell
County Public Library Local History Department. Our goal is to preserve Iredell
County history and heritage and share it with researchers both in this county
and beyond. Our department is growing and we are always looking for ways to
make our collections accessible to everyone.
This past year of 2021, we added an additional full-time staff position to the
Local History Room. This will allow us to help more people and to digitize more
of our collection. Recently the library also expanded the Local History Room to
make room for the collection which belongs to the Genealogical Society of
Iredell County. That means double the amount of information you can find here!
The GSIC plans to hold regular office hours and meetings in the upcoming year.
We are always looking for grant opportunities in order to fund our digitization
efforts. Our goal is purchase a new oversized scanner with which we can digitize
larger documents and fragile items such as family Bibles and private collections
donated to us. We plan to add these digitized materials to our website so the
information is available to our long-distance researchers.
We are also always seeking volunteers to work in our Local History Room and
help with shelving, indexing, and digitizing. There are always endless projects to
work on and the more hands we have to help, the merrier we are! If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact our Local History and Genealogy
Librarian, Joel Reese.
We also offer a feature where you can request information right from home and
one of our staff members will be happy to assist you. Visit our website to access
this service.
Thank you for your interest in the Local History Department and we look
forward to serving you.
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Programs
Open House
Friday, January 14
2:00-4:30pm
Join us for an open house to celebrate the
expansion of the Local History and
Genealogy Department. This expansion
includes the addition of the Genealogical
Society of Iredell County's collection to the
library. Come see the new space and see
what new resources are available. Also
learn about our digitization efforts and
future plans for the library's award-winning
department.
Meet library staff and society members and
learn what you can do to help preserve
Iredell history. An exhibit of the society's
history and accomplishments will be on
display. Publications by members and past
issues of their newsletter will also be
available to purchase (cash only).

page | 2

Generations of Statesville
Lineage
Tuesday, February 8
2:00pm
Join us as we celebrate Black History Month by
sharing the history and recognizing the historic
significance
of
the
African
American
neighborhoods of Statesville, featuring guest
speaker Lisa Mozer, Ed.D.
Registration is required for this event. Register
for all programs on the library's website.

Featured Article
The Beauty of Cemeteries
by Shellie Taylor
I have a slight obsession with cemeteries. I like to
visit them. Even if I don't anyone who's buried
there! My poor husband has been dragged all
over several counties to random cemeteries and
he frequently tells me "No!" when we pass one on
road trips. I can't help it! There is something so
peaceful, tranquil, and sacred about a cemetery.
They also hold so much information for people
doing genealogical research as well as historical
value for local communities.
Iredell County is no different than any other
American town in that it holds hundreds of
cemeteries. There are 260 listed on Find A Grave,
the website that allows people to request photos
of stones and graveyards from local volunteers.
There are even more that are not listed online.
The Genealogical Society of Iredell County has
played an active role in documenting and
preserving our local cemeteries. Mildred Miller
documented Iredell graves in a 1975 survey and
in her book Time Is, Time Was (1990). Russell and
Irene Black conducted the last countywide
cemetery survey in 1999. A lot has changed since
then; lands have transferred to different people,
burials have been added, and sadly, cemeteries
have been lost.

The Iredell County Public Library would like to
conduct another survey. One realistically should
be done every ten years or so to keep information
current and accurate. We are currently gathering
information on all known, and perhaps previously
unknown, cemeteries in the county. A list will be
compiled and split into regions and then
volunteers will go out to collect data.
We are specifically looking for information
regarding the African American cemeteries in
Iredell County. The 1999 survey did not cover
these and we want to document as many
cemeteries as we can. Many old antebellum slave
cemeteries have been lost when farm lands have
changed hands but it is so important to preserve
the ones we have left. Some cemeteries are on
private property and others belonged to churches
that are no longer standing. Many are tucked
away in woods and sometimes landowners might
not even know that they're there!
Also be aware that we will be contacting
landowners who might own property that houses
a cemetery. Although we would like to document
every cemetery possible, we greatly respect the
privacy of Iredell citizens and we want to contact
all owners of private property before we attempt
to find these locations that may or may not be on
the property.
If you have any information regarding cemeteries,
please contact the library at the information
below. Also contact us if you are interested in
volunteering to help with this huge undertaking.
Cemetery surveys of this magnitude can take
years to complete so we will need as many
helping hands as possible.
We thank you in advance for your willingness to
help. Documenting Iredell cemeteries will be a
huge step in preserving our heritage and
remembering those who came before us and
shaped this county into what it is today and paved
the way for future generations.
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Iredell Families
Dacons
The Dacons family runs deep in Iredell
County. Elizabeth Dacons was an African
American born into slavery around 1840.
Her oldest son, Thomas was born in the
1850s, also born into slavery. Based on
slave schedule records from 1850 and
1860, it is most likely that Elizabeth lived on
and worked for the home of the Azel
Dacons family. Both Elizabeth and Thomas
went on to live a life of freedom after the
Civil
War
and
Thomas'
numerous
descendants have lived in Iredell County
and beyond the state of North Carolina.
They made their home in North Iredell,
namely the New Hope township where they
can be found on the post-Civil War census
records. Thomas and his wife Evelyn Smith
made their second home with their church
family where they worshipped at the
Summerville Baptist Church. We don't have
very much information on this elusive
congregation but Thomas and Evelyn are
buried at the church which is no longer
standing. The burial site is on private
property but the Iredell County News
featured a column in the 1990s highlighting
the Black churches of Iredell County and we
have a grainy photo of Thomas' stone and
the church when it was standing. These
photos serve as a reminder of a true Iredell
family. Many of the Dacons family still reside
in this county. Many entered into the
education system and became teachers.
The library has a family file on the Dacons
family available for viewing in the Local
History Room.
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The burial of Thomas Dacons at Summerville Baptist Church

Thomas and his mother Elizabeth listed in the 1880 census. There are
two sister recorded also, Siss and Wildy, but research on them has
turned up empty.

References
Iredell County News, unknown date.
U.S. Federal Census Records

Collection and Resources
Digital Spotlight: Local History
Research Guide

Visit our staff-created online research
guide by visiting the library's website. It
has everything you need to get started
in the following research topics:
Genealogy
News Sources
Maps, Property, Land Records
Military Records
African American Sources
Church History
Business/Industry
Schools
Local Legends
Surrounding Counties
This guide will help you learn how to
research and what sources work best
for what you are looking for.
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In-House Collection
-Family history files
-Local history files
-Local newspapers on microfilm
-Maps
-Homer Keever files
-Church files
-Lois Schneider files
-Military history
-US history
-NC history
-NC counties' history

New Items

J.F. Mills Collection
Learn about the Mills family of Iredell County
through the correspondence and collected
papers of James Forney Mills (1866-1960). The
original collection is available for viewing in the
Local History Room and online at our Flickr site.

Genealogical Society of Iredell County
Mike Trivette
President

Featured Resource: Family Bibles

Harry Watt
Vice President
Phone: 704-878-3090 ext. 5384
Email: iredellgsic@co.iredell.nc.us
Mail: GSIC
201 N Tradd St
Statesville NC 28677
Office Hours: by appointment only
The society has several family Bibles which have
been donated to the collection. These Bibles are
fragile and rare and therefore only available for
viewing with a staff member's assistance and
supervision. However, the library is in the
process of digitizing these Bibles to make the
information accessible virtually. Below are some
of the families represented in the family Bible
collection:

The Genealogical Society of Iredell County
was organized in 1977 for the purpose of
collecting and preserving materials that
promote interests in family history. We are
located on the top floor of the library in the
Iredell Heritage Room. Our collections
include family files, local history files, family
Bibles, private collections, books, and much
more. As resources are digitized we will
make them available on this site. For
research inquiries, please contact us or visit
us at the library. Local history library staff
are also available for assistance.
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Alexander
Hudson
Stevenson
Nichols
McCormack
Mull
For more information about the family Bibles at
the library, contact a staff member.

